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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: IS, JO, PDEV, PFOR 

SUBJECT: MES'HA STARTED: ISRAELIS "TIGHT-LIPPED" 

REF: TEL AVIV 2724 

1 . THE MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE ON SETTLEMENTS, SITTING 
IN PLENARY SESSION, APPROVED THE INFORMAL DECISIONS 

TAKEN APRIL 17 BY FIVE MINISTERS (REFTEL) ON ISRAELI SETTLEMENT 
AT MES'HA (ON THE WEST BANK, SEVERAL MILES EAST OF KFAR 
QASIM). A GROUP OF NAHAL SETTLERS MOVED INTO AN ABANDONED 
POLICE STATION AT MES'HA AND ESTABLISHED THE SETTLEMENT 
ON APRIL 19. 

2. APPROACHING A NUMBER OF VARIOUS ISRAELI OFFICIAL 
SOURCES ABOUT THE SETTLEMENT AT MES'HA, AN EMBOFF HAS 
BEN SINGULARLY UNSUCCESSFUL IN ELICITING ANY INFORMATION. 
FOLLOWING ARE REPLIES RECEIVED IN RESPONSE TO PHONE INQUIRIES. 

—THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SETTLEMENTS DEPARTMENT OF 
THE JEWISH AGENCY/WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION WAS 
SAID TO BE UNAVAILABLE "DUE TO RESERVE ARMY DUTY." 
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HIS SECRETARY REFERRED US TO- 

— ' THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE JA/WZO SETTLEMENTS DEPARTMENT, 

WHO SAID THAT THE JA/WZO DEALS ONLY WITH 

"RURAL" SETTLEMENTS, NOT WITH "URBAN” SETTLEMENTS 

(AS MES'HA IS TO BE). HE REFERRED US TO MINISTER 

GALILI (CHAIRMAN OF THE MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE ON 
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SETTLEMENTS) OR TO THE MINISTRY OF HOUSING'S DIRECTOR 
OF RURAL BUILDINGS AND NEW SETTLEMENTS ADMINISTRATION. 

—MINISTER GALILI'S SECRETARY REFERRED US WITHOUT 
ELABORATION TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN, WHO 
REGRETTED THAT HE HAD NO INFORMATION AND DID NOT 
ANTICIPATE RECEIVING ANY. 

—THE MINISTRY OF HOUSING'S DIRECTOR OF RBNSA REFERRED 
US TO THE SPOKESMAN OF THE MINISTRY OF HOUSING. 

-THE SPOKESMAN OF THE MINISTRY OF HOUSING SAID THAT 
HE COULD DIVULGE NO INFORMATION, AND REFERRED US TO 
MINISTER GALILI. 

3. COMMENT: WE DO NOT DOUBT THAT ALL OF THE ABOVE 
INDIVIDUALS, WITH THE POSSIBLE EXCEPTION OF THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY SPOKESMAN, ARE FULLY AWARE OF GOI PLANS IN 
REGARD TO MES'HA. WHILE ISRAELI OFFICIALS HAVE ALWAYS 
BEEN CAREFUL IN DISCUSSING SETTLEMENT ISSUES WITH 
EMBASSY OFFICERS, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT WE ENCOUNTERED 
UNUSUALLY BAD LUCK THIS TIME. WHAT IS MORE AGGRAVATING 
IS THAT NEWSPAPER REPORTERS APPARENTLY HAVE MUCH LESS 
DIFFICULTY IN GETTING A STRAIGHT ANSWER TO THE SAME 
QUESTIONS. 

DUNNIGAN 
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